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Aims 
The course aims to equip students with basic knowledge of feminist approaches to nationalism and 
how to engage in gendered analyses of it. The first half of the course consists of theoretical teaching 
and discussion of theories and interpretations of gender and nationalism. During the second part of 
the course, nationalism is approached through examples in various global contexts. Students are 
expected to engage with the topics in discussion and debate. At the end of the course students 
should understand the importance of feminist contributions to the study of nationalism and be able 
integrate gender as a regular category of analysis. 
 
Study Units 
Political Science: M230/P230: 2-4 credits (1-2 study weeks) 
Women’s Studies: WNA240/243 and 11.1/11.7: 5 credits (3 study weeks) 
 
Course requirements 
For 2 credits (M230/P230 only): 

- Reading for each week 
- Written assignment: Lecture diary (5-6 pages, covering min. 8 of 10 lectures) 

 
For 4 credits (M230/P230 only): 

- Reading for each week 
- Written assignment: Essay on a related theme (10 pages) 
-  

For 5 credits in Women’s Studies (WNA240/243), Political History (11.1/11.7): 
- Reading for each week  
- Written assignment: Essay on a related theme (15 pages) 

 
Deadline for written assignments: 10 December 2007 
Assignments should be emailed to jemima.repo@helsinki.fi  
Language: English, Finnish, French (German, Spanish) 
 
Grading 
Scale of 1-5 
Weight: Written assignment 80%, participation in class discussions 20% 
 
Course outline 
14.09. Introduction 
 
21.09. Gender and militarized nationalism 
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- *Nagel, Joane (1998) “Masculinity and Nationalism: Gender and Sexuality in the Making of 
Nations” Ethnic and Racial Studies 21: 2, 242-269 

 
28.09. Nationalism and sexuality 

- *Peterson, Spike V. (1999) “Sexing Political Identities / Nationalism as Heterosexism” 
International Feminist Journal of Politics 1: 1, 34-65 

 
05.10. Postcolonial perspectives 

- Puri, Jyoti (2004) “Redoubtable Essences: Nationalisms and Genders” in Encountering 
Nationalism Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 107-142 

 
12.10. Reproducing nation: Motherhood, eugenics and demography 

- *Yuval-Davis, Nira (1996) “Women and the Biological Reproduction of ‘The Nation’” 
Women’s Studies International Forum 19: 1-2, 17-24 

- Stoler, Ann Laura (1997) “Making Empire Respectable: The Politics of Race and Sexual 
Morality in Twentieth-Century Colonial Cultures” in McClintock, Anne, Mufti, Aamir and 
Shohat, Ella (eds) Dangerous Liasons: Gender, Nation and Postcolonial Perspectives 
Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 355-373 (excerpt) 

 
19.10. British colonialist policy 

- Enloe, Cynthia (2000) “The Contageious Diseases Act: Using Women to Control Soldiering 
Men” in Maneuvers: The International Politics of Militarizing Women’s Lives Berkeley: 
University of California Press, pp. 52-59 (excerpt) 

 
26.10. No class 
 
02.11. Imperial Japan 

- *Robertson, Jennifer (2001) “Japan’s First Cyborg? Miss Nippon, Eugenics and Wartime 
Technologies of Beauty, Body and Blood” Body & Society 7: 1, 1-34 

 
09.11. No class 
 
16.11. Constructing the Finnish nation 

- Johanna Valenius (2004) “Bridal Finland” in Undressing the Maid: Gender, Sexuality and 
the Body in the Construction of the Finnish Nation Helsinki: Suomalaisen Kirjallisuuden 
Seura, 99-123 

 
23.11. Ethnonationalism in Bosnia 

- Enloe, Cynthia (2004) “All the Men Are in the Militias, All the Women are Victims: The 
Politics of Masculinity and Femininity in Nationalist Wars” in The Curious Feminist 
Berkeley: University of California Press, 99-118 

- *(Recommended) Nikolic-Ristanovic, Vesna (1996) “War, nationalism and mothers” Peace 
Review 8: 3 

 
30.11. War on Terrorism 

- *Puar, Jasbir K. & Rai Amit S. (2002) “Monster, Terrorist, Fag: The War on Terrorism and 
the Production of Docile Patriots” Social Text 20: 3, 117-148 

 
All articles are available for photocopying at the lobby of the Department of Political Science.  
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Those also available online are marked with an asterix (*). They can be accessed through the Nelli 
database (www.nelliportaali.fi). 
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